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FOR AMBASSADOR OR CHARGE ONLY 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-3 

TAGS: PFOR, US, VN 

SUBJECT: U.S.- VIETNAMESE RELATIONS 
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1 . WE ARE ABOUT TO UNDERTAKE CONTACTS WITH THE VIETNAMESE 
TO EXPLORE FURTHER THE PROSPECTS FOR OBTAINING A SATIS- 
FACTORY ACCOUNTING FOR OUR MISSING PERSONNEL AND ESTABLISH 
ING A MORE NORMAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE U .S. AND VIET- 
NAM. AS THE SECRETARY HAS MADE CLEAR, WE BELIEVE THAT 
NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS IS IN THE INTERESTS OF BOTH THE 
U.S. AND VIETNAM, AND WE HOPE THAT SUCH A PROCESS CAN 
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BEGIN PROMPTLY. 

2. AS AN INITIAL STEP, WE ARE PROPOSING DIRECTLY TO THE 
SRV FURTHER CONTACTS SHORTLY WITH THIS OBJECTIVE IN MIND. 

THE ACTUAL PACE AND SUBSTANCE OF THE NORMALIZATION PROCESS 
WILL DEPEND TO A CONSIDERABLE EXTENT ON HANOI'S ATTITUDE, 
AND WE HOPE FOR A PROMPT AND POSITIVE REACTION. WE WILL 
NEED TO BE SATISFIED ON MIA ISSUE IF PROGRESS IS TO BE 

MADE. 

3. FOR BANGKOK, JAKARTA, CANBERRA, KUALA LUMPUR, MANILA, 
SEOUL, SINGAPORE, TOKYO, WELLINGTON: YOU SHOULD IMMEDIATE- 
LY COMMUNICATE SUBSTANCE OF ABOVE TO HOST GOVERNMENTS AT 
HIGHEST APPROPRIATE LEVEL. YOU SHOULD STRESS THAT INFORMA- 
TION MUST BE CLOSELY HELD IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE, AND 
THAT WE INTEND TO CONTINUE TO KEEP THEM INFORMED. YOU 
SHOULD ADD THAT WE ARE TAKING THESE STEPS IN THE BELIEF 
THAT NORMALIZATION OF U.S.-VIETNAMESE RELATIONS IS IN THE 
INTERESTS OF THE REGION AS A WHOLE AND THAT WE INTEND TO 
PROCEED IN FULL CONSIDERATION OF THE CONCERNS OF ALL THE 
COUNTRIES INVOLVED. THIS MOVE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A 
TURNING AWAY FROM OLD FRIENDS. 

4. FOR VIENTIANE: ABOVE IS FYI ONLY. PLANS FOR INITIA- 
TIVE DO NOT INVOLVE LAOS AT PRESENT, AND YOU SHOULD NOT 
REPEAT NOT CONSULT WITH LAO ON THIS MATTER. 

5. FOR MOSCOW AND PEKING. DEPARTMENT IS IN- 
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FORMING SOVIET EMBASSY AND PRCLO OFFICIALS HERE OF ABOVE. 
YOU SHOULD TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION. 

6. FOR PARIS. AMBASSADOR SHOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER 
ALONG LINES OF PARAS 1-3 ABOVE, EMPHASIZING NEED FOR 
HOLDING INFORMATION CLOSELY. 

7. FOR LONDON. AMBASSADOR SHOULD INFORM FOREIGN MINISTER 
OR PALISER SIMILARLY. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 
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